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The characteristic part of the ban's costume is the head-dress with
its high triangle of white cloth (udeng-udengan), worn at the back
of the head, and a diadem of fresh t/empalca flowers in the front, set
in wires and arranged in rows, ending in spirals at each side of the
head. The dancer of ban's pendet wears skin-tight trousers (d/aler)
and a little coat with tight sleeves (fcwat/f). Over his breast a scarf
(umpal) is tied, and from it hang many narrow strips (lelant/ar) of
cloth overlaid with goldleaf, giving the dancer the aspect of an
enormous gilt cabbage. On his back he wears a kris with gold
handle. The word ban's means " in line/' " military formation."

THE   KEBIYAR

Individualism is not encouraged in the essentially communal
Balinese society, but from time to time the genius of an artist
breaks through the conventional mould and emerges as a power-
ful personal influence. Some years ago a young man of humble
birth startled South Bali with a new dance which combined the
rugged manliness of the heroic dances (barfs) with the delicacy
of the legong. Its novelty consisted in the fact that the dancer
never raised himself from the ground, moving only from the
waist up, giving greater emphasis to the movements of the torso,
arms, and hands and focusing attention on the dancer's facial
expression. In using his body like a sensitive musical instru-
ment, the young dancer interpreted even the most delicate moods
of the island's finest orchestra, the gong Pangkung of Tabanan.
Eventually he joined the gong Belaluan, and his fame spread to
the foreign visitors on the island. The name of Mario became
as well known to the world traveller as that of Mei Lan-Fang,
Shan Kar, or Escudero.

At the regular weekly concerts of the Belaluan gong given at
the hotel, Mario sat cross-legged in the centre of a square formed
by the instruments of the orchestra. He was dressed in a long
piece of brocade wrapped around his waist like a skirt, with one
end trailing on the ground, and a sash of gilt cloth bound his
torso. Jasmine and t/empalca flowers were stuck in his small
turban, and over his left ear he wore a trembling great hibiscus